Wetland Vocabulary
Riparian: A riparian zone or riparian area is the interface between land and a river or stream. In some regions, the terms riparian woodland, riparian forest, riparian meadow, riparian buffer zone, riparian corridor, and riparian strip are used to characterize a riparian zone. The word riparian is derived from Latin ripa, meaning "river bank"
Benthic: Benthic has multiple meanings, including the ecological region at the bottom of a body of water and the animals and plants that live there:
Benthic zone: The lowest ecological zone in a body of water, such as a lake, ocean, or stream. The benthic zone includes the sediment surface and some sub-surface layers. The word benthic comes from the Ancient Greek word which means "the depths".
Hydric : (of an environment or habitat) containing plenty of moisture; very wet:
Xeric: (of an environment or habitat) containing little moisture; very dry: "xeric conditions"
Mesic: a mesic habitat is a type of habitat with a well-balanced or moderate supply of moisture throughout the growing season. The term derives from the Greek misos, meaning middle, indicating its relative moisture content between hydric and xeric habitats. Wikipedia.
Nacre: Nacre, also known as mother of pearl, is an organic–inorganic composite material produced by some mollusks as an inner shell layer. It is also the material of which pearls are composed. It is strong, resilient, and iridescent.
Emergent Plant: these plants are rooted in the lake bottom, but their leaves and stems extend out of the water. They grow in wetlands and along the shore, where the water is typically 4 or 5 feet deep.
Submergent Plant: a plant that grows completely underwater in wetlands and include:
Coontail: A common submerged aquatic plant
Eelgrass: A common submerged aquatic plant
Elodea: A common submerged aquatic plant
Muskgrass: A common submerged aquatic plant
Pondweed: A common submerged aquatic plant
Slender naiad: A common submerged aquatic plant
Water-milfoil: A common submerged aquatic plant
Bladderwort: A common submerged aquatic plant

